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INTRODUCTION 

About the Author: Nicholas J. McBride who is a fellow of Pembroke College, Cambridge, where 

he is the Director of Studies in Law, writes ‘Letters to a Law Student’.1  He was formerly a Fellow 

of All Souls College, Oxford. He is the author of many books like ‘The Great Debate in 

Jurisprudence’, ‘Key Ideas in Contract Law’ and many more.  

About the Book: This interesting and thought-provoking book by Nicholas McBride is like a 

trip into the world of law from the point of view of a law student. In a number of letters, McBride 

gives prospective lawyers useful advice, useful tips, and thought-provoking insights. 

McBride immediately establishes a welcoming and accessible writing style and makes the book 

easy to read and interesting for people at any level of their law education. He talks about the 

pros and cons of learning law and gives advice on things like legal research, critical thought and 

the best ways to study. 

                                                             
1 Nicholas McBride, Letters to a Law Student (5th edn, Pearson Education Limited 2006) 
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The framework of Letters to a Law Student is presented in the form of a series of letters that are 

sent to a fictitious law student called Chris. With this structure, McBride is able to generate a 

tone that is conversational and entertaining, making difficult legal subjects more approachable 

to readers. It is possible to choose the correct law school, efficient study approaches, legal 

research and writing abilities, test preparation, and job possibilities are only some of the themes 

that are covered in this book.   

MAIN PLOT  

Beginning with the decision to pursue a legal education, McBride provides advice on how to 

choose the most suitable law school. The significance of taking into account various elements—

including reputation, location, teaching caliber, and career prospects—is underscored by him. 

Regarding attending open houses, conducting research on law schools, and making well-

informed decisions, McBride offers practical guidance.  Following that, the author gets into 

fundamental study techniques, like taking notes, engaging in critical thinking, and managing 

one's time effectively. McBride provides a number of useful suggestions on how to approach 

reading materials, seminars, and lectures in an efficient manner. He places a strong emphasis 

on the need for active participation in the subject matter, emphasizing the value of encouraging 

readers to ask questions, take part in conversations, and seek clarification whenever it is 

important. 

A substantial segment of the book is devoted to enhancing one's abilities in legal investigation 

and composition. McBride provides comprehensive guidance to readers on how to locate 

pertinent sources, conduct case analyses, and construct compelling arguments. His guidance on 

structuring legal essays, cultivating legal reasoning, and enhancing writing style is crystal plain. 

Practical guidance on legal research and writing provided by McBride is of immeasurable value 

to law students throughout their academic journey. 

Another important issue addressed in the book is exam preparation. McBride provides ways for 

dealing with stress, arranging study resources, and efficiently answering test questions. He 

gives advice on how to approach various sorts of examinations, such as multiple-choice, essay-
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based, and problem-solving tests. McBride's advice on test strategies and time management 

might help pupils do better.  

Letters to a Law Student also investigates the many different career options available to those 

who are interested in the legal profession. McBride covers the distinctions between solicitors 

and barristers, as well as alternate career paths, including as working in policy and academic 

law, as well as other professional advancement opportunities. He shares insights on the process 

of applying for jobs, including how to write a curriculum vitae, how to conduct interviews, and 

how to network. 

The guidance that McBride provides to law students on career development provides them with 

the skills that are essential to negotiate the competitive legal employment market.  

WRITING STYLE OF THE AUTHOR  

The literary style of this book might be characterized as colloquial, captivating, and 

enlightening. McBride uses a letter style to discuss a range of subjects and issues that may be of 

interest to law students. His letters include pragmatic guidance, divulge intimate anecdotes, and 

give profound perspectives on the realm of law. The book employs a vocabulary that is readily 

comprehensible and straightforward, making it appropriate for both prospective legal 

professionals and others with a general curiosity about the topic.  

An admirable aspect of McBride's writing style is his aptitude for deconstructing complex legal 

topics into more accessible language, therefore making them more easily comprehensible for 

readers. He employs relevant examples and stories to elucidate his arguments, so sustaining the 

reader's engagement and comprehension. 

The book furthermore fosters critical thinking by presenting thought-provoking inquiries and 

prompting readers to contemplate their own viewpoints. McBride's writing style cultivates an 

engaging reading experience, simulating a dialogue between the author and the reader, 

effectively leading them through their legal odyssey. 
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THEME AND MESSAGE  

1. Journey of a Law Student: The book focuses on the progression and experiences of a law 

student as a primary subject. McBride tackles the obstacles, uncertainties, and apprehensions 

often experienced by law students. He underscores the significance of persistence, introspection, 

and discovering one's own trajectory in the legal domain. 

2. Enhancing Legal Proficiency: McBride prioritizes the development of fundamental legal 

abilities. The author explores the significance of critical thinking, legal research, and proficient 

communication. The book promotes the development of these talents in law students, with the 

aim of facilitating their success in both their academic pursuits and future professional 

endeavours. 

3. Ethics and Professional Responsibility: Ethics and professional responsibility are another 

major issue in the book. McBride stresses the ethical quandaries that attorneys may face and the 

need to preserve integrity, professionalism, and ethical behavior in the legal profession. 

4. Integrating Work and Life: As a law student and then as a practicing lawyer, McBride 

discusses the difficulties of integrating work and home life. To avoid burnout and preserve 

general well-being, he highlights the necessity of self-care, establishing boundaries, and 

maintaining a good work-life balance. 

5. Discovering Purpose and Passion: The book encourages law students to search for a sense of 

purpose in their legal careers and to investigate the things that they are passionate about. The 

necessity of pursuing fields of law that are congruent with one's interests and beliefs is 

emphasized by McBride. This is because doing so may lead to better satisfaction and success in 

one's career. 

6. Diversity: McBride discusses the necessity of diversity and inclusion within the legal 

profession. He emphasizes the need to embrace diversity and inclusion. As part of his quest for 

justice, he highlights the significance of recognizing the existence of a variety of viewpoints, 

advocating for equality, and cultivating an inclusive environment. 
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STRENGTHS OF THE BOOK  

1. An outstanding feature of the book is its extensive examination of several facets of legal 

education and professional growth. McBride covers fundamental study habits, tactics for legal 

research and writing, strategies for test preparation, and recommendations for professional 

development. By covering a wide range of subjects, readers get a comprehensive comprehension 

of the necessary requirements for achieving success in law school and beyond.  

2. One of the best things about the book is that McBride clearly and briefly explained the 

complicated law ideas. By breaking down complicated ideas into easy-to-understand answers, 

he makes it easier for people to understand and use them. McBride's useful tips and advice come 

from his own work as a law professor, so they come from someone who really knows what they 

are talking about.  

3. Moreover, the book’s focus on interactive learning and involvement is praiseworthy. McBride 

advocates for readers to actively engage in their legal education by fostering critical thinking, 

inquisitiveness, and active engagement throughout the class. This methodology promotes a 

more profound comprehension of the topic at hand and equips students with the necessary skills 

to tackle the difficulties they will encounter in their legal professions.  

4. When it comes to the legal field, McBride places a strong emphasis on the necessity of ethics 

and professionalism. He highlights the ethical duties that attorneys have, as well as the 

significance of preserving the integrity of their professional reputation. This book emphasizes 

self-reflection and evaluation, which assists law students in determining their areas of strength 

and areas in which they need improvement. McBride offers advice on how to enhance and 

strengthen the fundamental abilities that are necessary for legal representation.  

CRITICAL EVALUATION 

Letters to a Law Student provides a lot of useful information, although it might have been better 

in a few places: 
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1. A dearth of variety: The absence of different points of view is a major flaw in the novel. The 

majority of McBride's recommendations are based on his experiences in the English legal 

system, which may not be applicable to readers in other countries. To reach a wider audience, it 

would have been helpful to include a wider range of instances and viewpoints. 

2. Strict examination of Specialized Domains: Although the book furnishes a robust 

groundwork in fundamental legal competencies, it fails to extensively explore particularized 

areas of the law. In light of the extensive range of legal topics covered, the inclusion of additional 

guidance pertaining to particular areas of practice—such as human rights law, corporate law, or 

criminal law—would have been advantageous.  

3. Lack of Uniqueness: Although the book is written in the form of letters, it would have been 

good to add interactive aspects, such as exercises or case studies, in order to better engage 

readers and stimulate active learning. However, the book does not feature any of these elements. 

This would have made it possible for readers to apply the ideas presented in the book to 

situations that they would encounter in real life. 

4. Inadequate emphasis on Ethical Considerations: Although McBride briefly alludes to ethical 

concerns in a few letters; a greater emphasis could have been placed in the book on the 

significance of ethical behaviour within the legal profession. Incorporating discussions on 

professional responsibility, integrity, and the ethical dilemmas encountered by attorneys would 

have contributed to a more holistic comprehension of the legal profession. 

CONCLUSION  

The author sums up the main points and thoughts he's talked about in the book. McBride ends 

by stressing how important it is for law students to think about themselves and grow as people. 

He tells his people to welcome the problems they face because they are chances to learn and 

grow. The author stresses how important it is to find your own way in the legal field by focusing 

on areas of law that are important to you. 
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In addition, McBride stresses the legal duties and proper behavior that are expected of lawyers. 

He talks a lot about how important it is for lawyers to keep their ethics, skills, and morals. The 

author also talks about the importance of having a good work-life balance and stresses the 

importance of taking care of yourself and setting limits to avoid burnout.  

In the last few pages, McBride stresses how important it is for lawyers to be diverse and 

welcoming. He tells people to be open to different points of view, fight for equality, and make 

the world a better place for everyone. The end of ‘Letters to a Law Student’ is a good reminder 

that becoming a law student isn't just about learning facts and skills; it's also about growing as 

a person, being responsible, and finding a reason to work in the legal field. 

 


