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INTRODUCTION

Red Handed: 20 criminal cases that shook India is a non-fictional rundown of 20 criminal cases
that are well known to most Indians written by two lawyers Souvik Bhadra and Pingal khan.
Through this book, the authors summarise each of the 20 cases and provide them in a single-
gulp capsule while drawing connections between the judiciary and media/public opinion. At
the same time, providing their views about the cases at the end of each summary. The book has

a variety be it white-collar crimes or acts of terrorism.
ABOUT THE BOOK

Red Handed: 20 criminal cases that shook India is a non-fiction book authored by two lawyers
Souvik Bhadra and Pingal Khan, book gives an account of 20 criminal cases that were a
prominent topic of discussion for most Indians at a point in time. The book is published in
English Language, published by Rupa Publication India Pvt. Ltd and released in 2014. On
reading the book the first time the reader gets to know that the correct name of the book should

be The Impact of Media on the Judiciary.
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The authors, hand-picked 20 of the most famous in India and did extensive research on each of
the 20 cases. Each case is designed and written in such a way that it keeps the reader on the edge
of the seat. The book criticizes the role of media trials like in the case of Dhananjoy Chatterjee
where the accused was convicted only based on_circumstantial evidence and the interference of
media made it impossible for the trial to take place neutrally, the authors wonder whether the
judges were affected by the media to an extent. At the same time, the book also applauds the
role of media in cases like Priyadarshini Mattoo! where the victim was raped and murdered by
Santosh Kumar Singh who was the son of a respected police officer, who was then acquitted by
the trial court due to lack of evidence, later due to media pressure her case was reopened and
she got justice after 14 years.? In this case, the media effectively mobilized civil groups and

brought the accused to justice.

Although, The book mostly deals with crimes related to murder and rape. It also has its fair
share of white-collar crime such as The Big Bull Harshad Mehta, Ketan Parekh,> and Abdul
Karim Telgi who helped in spotlighting loopholes and flaws in the system.

SUMMARY OF THE BOOK

Throughout the book, the authors, Bring out the relationship between the media and the
judiciary the flaws and features of the judiciary. The authors provide a complete detailed
account of what took place from a neutral point of view. Sometimes they show the accused’s
point of view and background like in the case of Ajmal Kasab* where the author gives a vivid
background of his past and how he became what he became. The author gives details about the
victim's life to make the readers feel more connected like in the case of Priyadarshini Mattoo a
law aspirant who dreamt of becoming an IAS officer.> Book explores the impact of media trials
which resulted in making Dhananjoy Chatterjee’s case impossible to be judged on neutral

grounds in the author’s opinion. And cases like Priyadarshini Matto where the media helped
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deliver justice to the accused. The book also points out the flaws in the Indian system which
helped Scammers like Harshad Mehta, Ketan Parekh, and Abdul Kari Telgi cheat crores of
rupees from Indians. Sometimes the book brings to light the flaws in the judiciary such as the
case of Jessica Lal® who was murdered in cold blood at a party full of people which seemed like
an open-shut case. The accused Manu Sharma was acquitted by the court. Later due to public
pressure he was convicted but it showed the flaw in our judicial system. There have also been
instances where the courts were praised for their strong principles such as the case of Ajmal
Kasab where he although an enemy of the nation and guilty beyond all reasonable doubts was

given a chance for a fair trial.”
REVIEW OF THE BOOK

While reading this book, I was on the edge of my seat. The authors beautifully encompass each
case into a short story where the reader connects with the characters at a personal level.
Although, most of the cases mentioned here are familiar to most Indians. The authors organize
everything in a short story format and since they did extensive research in these cases, they
provide the reader with facts and details that they might not know. The Language used in this
book is very simple and, in a few places, where legal terms and maxims are used, they are done
so after being explained to the readers. It also explains the procedure of law. The book is
certainly not for the faint of heart as it contains some gruesome depictions and explanations.
The author correctly explains the relationship of media in forming public opinion and its effect

on the judicial system sometimes it’s it has a positive impact sometimes it has a negative one.
CONCLUSION

The authors have done a fantastic job of encapsulating the true essence of every case. They have
successfully established a relationship between the media and the judicial system. Their way of
writing is very simple and to the point, which helps readers from a non-law background enjoy

this book. The book correctly spreads awareness about these heart-wrenching cases to the

6 Siddharth Vashish @ Manu Sharma v State NCT Delhi (2010) 6 SCC 1
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younger generation as well, who were born after the uproar had subsided. The book feels like a
thriller more than a non-fictional summary, which I feel is a good attribute. Nowhere while
reading this did bored. I would want to recommend this book to those who love thrillers and at
the same time want to learn about the past of our country, as these cases are famous because of

their seriousness, how big they were, and how they influenced the emotions of the masses.
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