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__________________________________ 

The United Nations work as per the principles mentioned in its charter. In this article, we are going to see a glimpse of the 

catastrophic failures faced by the organization at the international level, the most devastating failures of the United Nations were 

the Rwanda Human Rights Crisis and Yemen which is still going on, and the Failures of the Peacemakers troops. There is no 

doubt United Nations has its success in other arenas regarding climate change and sustainable goals and others. United Nations 

has given structure to the international peace regime and time to time has proven its viability to the rest of the globe with its 

regulations and cooperation treaties that can’t go unrecognized. It had a persuasive role in International Peacekeeping. This Article 

discusses the lacunas in the international UN charter, the hypocrisy of the organization as it stands there watching from its high 

windows as the world burns down in the pursuit of power, and the internal politics of the United Nations Security Council leading 

to the inactivity of the organization. We have recently seen the crisis regarding the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, the Civil 

Conflicts of Syria, and the incompatibility of the United Nations to handle the pursuit of COVID-19 in the last few years and 

who can forget the Taliban’s capture over a whole country. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The International Peacekeeping Organization started after World War I (For brevity WWI) at the 

Paris Peace Conference of 1919 which included the Treaty of Versailles with the inclusion of the 
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Covenant known as League of Nations (For brevity LON). In which the four great powers come 

in the alliance which are: Great Britain, Japan, France, and Italy came into an alliance to prevent 

WWII and these are the four permanent members along with 58 other member nations, up until 

the failure of LON to prevent WWII which ultimately led to the formation of United Nations 

(For brevity UN) for resolving the conflicts between the nations. 

The UN was established in the Year 1945 with its headquarters at Manhattan, New York. 

Initially, there were only 51 member countries with four main powers of the allied forces in 

WWII which was: the United States (USA), the Soviet Union, the Republic of China and the 

United Kingdom came down at Washington DC with an agreement with these Powers to 

negotiate and discuss the maintenance of Peace in the world and to prevent the world from the 

WWIII and established an international organization Known As United Nations (UN). The UN 

has various principal organs namely: The Security Council, the General assembly, The 

International Court of Justice, The UN secretariat, The Trusteeship Council, and the Economic 

and Social Council (ECOSOC). The most important department of this International 

Organization is the Department of Peace Keeping Operations (for brevity DPO). 1 

UNITED NATIONS AND ITS AMBITIONS 

Now with 193 member nations, the UN has various agendas to achieve or reasons to question 

why the UN formation has taken place: the UN Describes many reasons or raison d'être to 

maintain International peace and security, to arbitrate armed conflicts, to prevent wars from 

happening again and to ensure a better future for the world2. But the present situation is that 

the UN’s goals have become long-lost dreams of the world whether it is the environmental 

aspect to control global warming to feed every poor country or to connect the world etc.  

The 75th UN General Assembly session placed last year the most unconventional perhaps, one 

of the worst in the United Nations' history. The UN  was largely an exercise in zoom diplomacy 

                                                           
1 ‘History of the UN Seventieth Anniversary’ (United Nations) 
<https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20is%20an,liv
ing%20standards%20and%20human%20rights.> accessed 13 September 2022  
2 United Nations, ‘About us’ (UN) < https://www.un.org/en/about-us> accessed 13 September 2022 

https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20is%20an,living%20standards%20and%20human%20rights.
https://www.un.org/un70/en/content/history/index.html#:~:text=The%20United%20Nations%20is%20an,living%20standards%20and%20human%20rights.
https://www.un.org/en/about-us
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a series of Pre-recorded videos of world leaders speaking from their office test some use the 

forum to campaign for an upcoming election or to blame others for the spread of the virus. The 

UN becomes a Platform for countries to abuse each Other forum for World leaders to impress 

the domestic audience and tell others what to do they come, they quarrel, they lecture and life 

goes on. 

DYSFUNCTIONS AND FAILURES OF UN 

Our world has seen many failures of the UN through the years whether it is the crisis in Middle 

East countries or the borderline issues of human rights violations of people of Kashmir or the 

most debated issue of the Taliban’s capture over the whole country of Afghanistan. UN has 

failed in each and every one of them. The UN and its dysfunctional organs have systematically 

failed to take any decisive action in the world's most troubled Regions: 

UN has the most dysfunctional organ namely UNHRC: United Nations Human rights council, 

until January last year this body consisted of the biggest human rights abuses in the world Cuba 

country famous for arbitrary imprisonment and unfair trials, and Venezuela’s brutal 

dictatorship. The UN has provided cover for some of the world's most inhumane regimes. The 

UN has in a similar way stood by during these events of genocide in several parts of the world 

in sub-Saharan countries like Rwanda, Congo, Cambodia, and Yugoslavia there is a long list of 

the body that has failed victims of genocide way too often. 

 Case Study of Yemen3: 

It’s been 10 years since the conflict began in Yemen; it’s the war the world had ignored rockets 

had been raining, the people of Yemen have been isolated, Medicines are been drying up and 

food is hard to find. Millions have been left out starving; it’s the world’s worst humanitarian 

crisis according to the United Nations and as always children are the worst sufferers. It’s been 

10 years since the conflict began in Yemen; it’s the war the world had ignored rockets had been 

                                                           
3 ‘Yemen: Collective failure, collective responsibility – UN expert report’ (OHCHR, United Nations) 
<https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2019/09/yemen-collective-failure-collective-responsibility-un-
expert-report> accessed 14 September 2022 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2019/09/yemen-collective-failure-collective-responsibility-un-expert-report
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2019/09/yemen-collective-failure-collective-responsibility-un-expert-report
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raining, the people of Yemen have been isolated, Medicines are been drying up and food is hard 

to find. Millions have been left out starving; it’s the world’s worst humanitarian crisis according 

to the United Nations and as always children are the worst sufferers. 

United Arab Emirates UAE with armed forces numbering around 100,000 men would have 

military strategic ambition but they do Emirati forces have been in Yemen for the last three years 

and while their achievements on the battlefield and debatable they appear all set to capitalize. 

Emirati troops have been steadily moving into Socotra Island off the Coast of Yemen Island 

location is the key, it Guards the approaches to the Gulf of Aden and is just 240 km from the 

horn of Africa. it sits on the lines of communication in the Arabian Sea it will be one of the chains 

of Naval bases in the UAE that is set up with Saudi Arabia in the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. 

The others are Port Sudan, Assab in Eritrea, and Mukalla In Yemen may as well as Djibouti 

Barbara and Musasa. 

The aim is to better safeguard oil routes and curtail Iranian expansions and secure the Saudi 

ports the report says Socotra will be the Hub where UAE will be deploying 12000 Special Forces 

personnel. Under construction are anchorages for Warships, a huge air base, communication 

and command Centre, air defenses and shore missile batteries, and other infrastructure. There 

are unconfirmed reports that Yemen’s president Mansoor Hadi has leased Socotra to UAE for 

99 years on what terms it's not clear. Hadi himself now accusing the UAE of bad faith.4 

 UN’s  Department of  Peacekeeping5: 

UN’s most prominent DOP peacekeepers usually enter the scene after the conflict has ended 

with thousands of civilians have been killed in some cases UN peacekeeping missions have been 

themselves found guilty of the most dreadful crimes and that’s not all. United Nations is failed 

in another core mission solving disputes be the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict the 

ongoing civil war in Syria and Yemen UN missions have gone to these countries and failed to 

                                                           
4 BTI, ‘Yemen Country Report’ (BTI, 2022) <https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/YEM> accessed 
15 September 2022 
5 Department of Peace Operations, ‘Peacekeeping’ (UN) <https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/department-of-peace-
operations> accessed 15 September 2022 

https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/YEM
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/department-of-peace-operations
https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/department-of-peace-operations
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deliver. The UN Security Council which is the UN body tasked with solving these disputes and 

conflicts, what has done, it has given five countries disproportionate power, these five countries 

hold the UN Hostage as they have the power of the veto power that each one of them has 

misused: Britain and France and misuse the way to against Egypt during the Suez crisis, Russia 

uses the veto against the resolution condemning Syria any resolution against Israel is 

consistently vetoed by the United States and China uses the Veto to block India's bid to ban 

Pakistani terrorist. It’s been 7 decades since WWII and only the so-called victors of this war 

possess the power of Veto plus China how is this fair? Why can't countries like Japan, South 

Africa, and India have the right to Veto? More than 2 Lakh Indians have served in 49 / 71 UN 

peacekeeping missions since 1948. 160 Indians have lost their lives serving under the United 

Nations flag. 6 

India is the 4th in line for the troop-contributing country at the United Nations total of 6700 

Indian troops deployed for UN DOP missions. In 2007 India became the first country to organize 

all women contingent to the UN DOP mission the Formed Police unit in Liberia provided 24hr 

on duty and conducted night patrolling in the country's most troubled regions. 7Nations like the 

Republic Of China have influenced most of the important designations like UNDESA led by Liu 

Zhenmin and ITU secretary-general Zhao Houlin and FOAA is run by Qu Dongyu all these 

diplomats are the formers heads of different departments in the Chinese communist 

government and now heads the key positions in the UN and China uses them for the easement 

of trade and different agendas. These can states that the UN is now not keeping its objectives 

but the powers like china are controlling them to become world leaders. Also, the most 

important agency of the UN, for now, is WHO which is now run by the one and only Dr. Tedros 

adhanom ghebreyesus, he was once the health minister of Ethiopia covering up an epidemic in 

his country, China White wash his crimes in vehemently back to selection to the post now runs 

the World Health Organisation and look where we are. Countries in sub-Saharan regions of 

                                                           
6 ‘India: A long and deep tradition of contributing to UN peacekeeping’ (UN News) 
<https://news.un.org/en/gallery/541602> accessed 15 September 2022 
7 Ibid 

https://news.un.org/en/gallery/541602
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Africa are now in a shortage of Covid-19 vaccines and other major medicines for sustenance in 

those areas. 

CONCLUSION 

History has proven that the UN is only a liberal dream which is in no way compliant with the 

reality of this world. In a way, we can say that the UN has a “Heart of Gold and Limbs of Clay”. 

The View from the glass window of the UN building is for sure majestic but it can’t change the 

reality of the world from sitting at a desk. India the world's largest democracy and home to one-

fifth of the world's population where the democracy took a major hit with the UN’s hypocrisy 

on the Kashmir issue astounding in June 2018 the then-UN high Commissioner for human rights 

released a report on Kashmir the reporter accused India of human rights violations but called 

Pakistan sponsored Terror outfit in Kashmir “Armed Groups”. 

While the preparation of the report one of the Pakistani diplomats based in Canada bragged 

about the influence of his country in the report inferring that if this is the situation where the 

Pakistan army with the country can manage to influence the UN Human Rights report in the 

world should worry. The world is at a crossroads today and United Nations is no longer useful. 

And presently with the pandemic, poverty, recession and unrest, civil wars, incursion, 

expansionism, terrorism, and genocide; United Nations failed the world in almost every possible 

way it is a bureaucratic Behemoth that bends to the biggest sponsors it needs to Reform or be 

replaced it needs to be in touch with today's reality it needs to give the due position to today's 

Global players. 


