
VOL. 1 ISSUE 3 Jus Corpus Law Journal (JCLJ) ISSN:2582-7820 

 

www.juscorpus.com 228 

 

 

ROLE OF N.G.Os IN PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN 

INDIA 

Dr. Dalpat Singh* 

ABSTRACT 

“The evolution of the human rights movement clearly illustrates humanity’s ongoing struggle 

toward creating a better world.”– Robert Alan 

Many organizations all over the world work to uphold human dignity and put an end to 

human rights violations. Human rights groups are most successful when their demands for 

change are supported by solid public lobbying, so public attention and criticism of violations 

is critical to their progress. Non-Governmental Organizations are an example of such 

organizations. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are operating around the world at 

all hours of the day to record the injustices meted out to women, youth, and the underclass 

that make up society's bottom rung. “They urge governments, by their constructive lobbying, 

to keep their promises in order to put the priorities set out in numerous national and foreign 

human rights conventions into practice. India is expected to have between 1 million and 2 

million non-governmental organizations (NGOs).” The NGO is a critical corollary to the 

government's political mechanism; they are a form of democratic empowerment for those 

who are less strong and advantaged, as the government's machinery and authorized 

institutions are not always adequate to guarantee human rights security. There are a few items 

that NGOs can always keep in mind while they carry out their duties and practice human 

rights. In this paper I will be dealing with the major roles that non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs) have in the defense and advancement of human rights. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are non-benefit private associations comprising of 

private groups of strict, scientific, social, generous, specialized, or financial direction. They 

are neither between governmental arrangements nor include direct government interest. The 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations characterized non-governmental 

associations as 'any worldwide association which isn't set up by between governmental 

arrangements. Worldwide NGOs having global membership play out their exercises at the 

worldwide level. They might be viewed as undifferentiated from the public vested parties as 

in their exercises are implied not for the specific and expediential interests of their members 

however for the public great. NGOs seek after various exercises to eliminate suffering, 

advance the interest of poor people, secure the climate, offer essential social types of 

assistance, and attempt local area improvement and advance human rights.1 

The 1990s saw a sensational expansion in the contribution of NGOs in worldwide 

administration. NGOs with the worldwide plan are not an oddity, notwithstanding, over the 

most recent twenty years, they have expanded in number and widened their exercises and 

manners by which they work.2 

As a worldwide non-governmental association with which UNESCO may keep up the 

connection characterized by the current orders is viewed as a global association, if it has not 

been set up by an intergovernmental arrangement that its article and capacities are non-

governmental and that it satisfies the accompanying conditions:  

a) That it conducts exercises in fields that are inside the capability of UNESCO and that it has 

the methods and the aim to make a powerful commitment to the acknowledgement of 

UNESCO's goals incongruity with the standards set down in UNESCO's constitution;  

b) That its membership incorporates a generous extent of the groups of people associated 

with at least one of the exercises falling inside UNESCO's fitness; and that it has standard 

members in an adequately enormous number and an assortment of nations to empower it, 

quite far to address successfully the different refined areas of the world;  

                                                             
1 Agarwal, Dr. H.O, Human Rights, Central Law Publications, 16th Edition (2018), P. 222 
2 Marina Ottaway, Corporatism Goes Global: International Organizations, Nongovernmental Organization 

Networks, and Transnational Business; Global Governance, 7 (3), 2001, P. 265-292. 
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c) In the consideration of a provincial association in the topographical or social feeling of the 

word, that it has a membership in an adequately huge number of nations to empower it to 

address viably the entire of the locale concerned;  

d) That it has a lasting straightforwardly collection of global creation just as appropriately 

approved agents and means and strategies empowering it to discuss routinely with its 

members in the different nations. 

The fundamental NGOs' exercises are coordinated to the presentation of novel thoughts, 

arrangement of data, and campaigning for strategy changes. They arrive at totally different 

circles of life and may have an assortment of specialties beginning from exchange strategy to 

ecological concerns, majority rule government working to calamity alleviation. Some of them 

can be multifaceted associations that attempt to organize a heap of exercises to support long-

haul answers for issues that are both ongoing (poverty, disease, corruption) and acute (natural 

disasters). 

HUMAN RIGHTS NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

NGOs promoting human rights standards are to a great extent addressed in the worldwide 

framework and their essence is consistently developing. Nonetheless, it isn't just the here and 

now where we can see their development. They have consistently appreciated an enormous 

portrayal among the assortment of causes kept up at this level. From 1953 to 1993, the 

quantity of NGOs focused on human rights has expanded multiple times, reliably 

representing more than one-fourth of NGOs dynamic in the global field.3 

These NGOs have also been given more noteworthy outstanding quality in human rights 

strategy discussions.4   For the 1993 Convention that happened in Vienna, as per some source 

records, 248 NGOs in consultative status and 593 as members were enrolled. In any case, 

NGO reports demonstrate that somewhere in the range of 1,400 and 1,500 NGOs went to the 

Conference. 

The authentic human rights associations' objectives, regularly identified by them, are 

"checking and revealing of government conduct on human rights, especially infringement, 

                                                             
3 Margaret E. Keck, Kathryn Sikkink, Activists beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics 

Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1998, 228 pages. 
4 Ibid. 
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building pressure and making worldwide apparatus to end the infringement and to consider 

governments responsible." Other NGOs possess quite effectively more extensive 

authoritative assignments, for example, "strict associations, worker's guilds, proficient 

associations, or groups worried about displaced people, youngsters, and others." Human 

rights organizations also make significant contributions to the advancement of modern 

democratic values and the protection of rights granted to human beings, and even 

their authorization. In general, the organizations set up to protect man's rights would be free 

of all regimes and ideological parties vying for authority in the politics scenario of the 

country. 

They promote the application of high-quality appraisal of civil rights challenges, shape the 

formulation of policy for public in this way, and assist policymakers and non-governmental 

organizations in identifying and focusing on critical humanitarian problems. Non-

Governmental Organizations play an active role in the negotiation of various types of civil 

rights & freedom declarations and agreements (for example, the UDHR, the CAT, and 

thereby contribute to the advancement of civil freedoms & their principles. Some civil 

freedom organizations in the form of Non-Governmental Organizations, on the 

opposite hand, see individual regimes as enemies. Their efforts are verbalized to completely 

take control of the current administration to be subsumed or potentially radically changed, in 

order to move forward the situation. They serve in highly politicized environments. Their 

goal is democratization or greater self-rule for a small segment in society.  Non-

Governmental Organizations contribute to the protection against government violations 

through a variety of means, including lobbying campaigns, truth-finding operations, surveys, 

collective modulations, and common appraisal enabled. 

ROLE OF HUMAN RIGHTS NGOs 

It's indeed worth noting that a sizable no. of non-governmental organizations is concerned 

with the protection of civilians' freedoms on both a national and global scale. The varying 

roles of these non-governmental organizations can be summarized as given below in the 

following points:  

1. Agenda setting: 
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Non-Governmental Organizations play an important role in shaping the global atmosphere 

and paving the way for policymakers and intergovernmental organizations to engage in some 

real action. They contribute to attracting the attention of the globe's common evaluation of 

civilian freedom issues, have an effect on the development of public policy in this area, and 

assist policymakers and non-governmental organizations in identifying and focusing on 

critical humanitarian issues. 

2. Standard setting: 

Non-Governmental Organizations are actively involved in the preparing period of Civilian 

freedom issues shows and agreements (for example, the U. D. H. R., the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, and the Convention against Torture) and thereby contribute to the 

development of human beings' freedoms & principles. 

Campaigning is by and large the methods by which Non-Governmental Organizations give 

their contribution to standard-setting that is for example the 1993 and 1995 conferences held 

in Vienna and Beijing respectively and the 2001 World Conference on Racism. 

3. Enforcement: 

Non-Governmental Organizations assist in the protection of rights against state intrusion by 

processes such as administrative operations, fact finding projects, studies, community 

modulations, and evaluation planning. Such tactics have proven successful because, on 

average, Non-Governmental Organizations are liberated from ruling parties than 

Governments or Inter-Governmental Organizations and, as a result, are more willing to 

recognize and condemn violations against rights of humans. When NGOs bring a problem to 

the attention of a state, it becomes more problematic to ignore human rights violations. 

4. Aid and Education: 

Non-Governmental Organizations give help to survivors of humanitarian rights’ 

infringement. They assist the governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations in the 

execution of humanitarian programs by going about as their representatives on the field. The 

organizations, at times address people in their dealings with public authorities or under the 
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watchful eye of courts or IGOs. Furthermore, NGOs teach the overall population by 

dispersing data on human rights and offering different seminars on different related points. 

ROLE OF NGOs ON VARIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS ASPECT 

1. Role of NGOs on the Rights of the Child: 

All through the history of framing international treaties, the involvement of the non-

governmental organization community in the formulation of the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child that happened in the year 1989 has been portrayed as unparalleled. All things being 

equal, the NGOs fizzled in their push to raise the base age for enlistment into the military and 

investment in threats toward 18 years. Nonetheless, the NGOs wouldn't acknowledge their 

disappointment as punitive and convinced the panel on the rights of the youngster to take up 

the issue. The outcome is a further standard-setting exercise, the drafting of a discretionary 

convention to the show is the cure of this inadequacy. In which underage enlistment happens. 

2. NGO’s role on Human Rights: 

NGOs' role got a significant lift to the world in the year 1993 when there was a meeting of 

world’s stakeholders in Vienna. In India, there are currently countless NGOs that have been 

attempting to secure human rights. The most transcendent of them are individual’s 

association for popularity-based rights and individuals association of common freedom. 

Aside from these associations, others attempt to battle for securing human rights by 

proliferating, supporting crusading, and making mindfulness among individuals.5 Today 

reprieve worldwide also assumed a significant part in voicing concern and featuring human 

rights infringement cases in India. NGOs in India have been assuming a most significant part 

in promoting information on human rights, identifying issues in the insurance and satisfaction 

in civil liberties, and search for reforms in implementation and procedure that will increase 

public safety and joy.6 

3. NGOs towards Governmental Authorities Role in Public Health: 

                                                             
5 World Conference on Human Rights, 14-25 June 1993, Vienna, Austria. On 25 June1993, representatives of 

171 States adopted by consensus the Vienna. 
6 Amnesty International (commonly known as Amnesty and Al) nonprofit NGO is an international human non-

governmental organization founded by Peter Benenson in Britain with over 3 million members and supporters 

around the world. 
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The affirmation of the pride of human creatures and the promotion of people's rights are 

constantly taken by NGOs at all stages be it at the neighborhood, public or worldwide level. 

The role of NGOs can't be misjudged. It is just through them that numerous issues have been 

featured and brought to the notification of public and worldwide associations. e.g.: 

deforestation, a floor covering plant, match processing plant, glass plant, ladies misuse, kid 

work, perilous Industries. 

4. NGOs to Safe Environment: 

Warming the worldwide air and consumption of the ozone layer are planet-wide in scope. We 

are annihilating our planet earth non-brutally yet nonetheless steadily. It is expanding the 

pace of species elimination. Removal of harmful and atomic waste in weak zones, loss of 

woods, and of arable soil lit fill disturbing rate will influence the endurance of the present and 

people in the future. It is again an NGO, Chipko movement’ and Sunderlal Bahuguna who 

carried it into the spotlight. Article 25 & Article 3 can also shape the premise of a protected 

and sound climate. The rights were repeated in the 1972 Stockholm affirmation at the UN 

meeting on the climate. 

NON- GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION IN INDIA 

NGOs have gotten the sole of a vote-based system. These associations stretched out past their 

own local area and can arrive at where governmental offices can't here and there reach. These 

associations straightforwardly manage poor and discouraged individuals and make mass 

mindfulness with respect to human rights and about the available resources to accomplish 

them. These associations put focus on the Government to pass humanitarian laws. For 

instance, Amnesty International, Asia Watch, LAWASIA, P. U. D. R., P. U. C. L., 

Association for Democratic Rights, and other public and worldwide human rights 

associations incited the Indian Government to pass The Protection of Human Rights Act, 

1993, by their reports about infringement of human rights in States.  

These NGOs are the genuine guard dogs of human rights. The Maliana Massacre, the 

Bhagalpur blinding, the killing of Sikhs in the wake of Mrs. Indira Gandhi death, outrages on 

Harijans, counterfeit experiences, custodial brutality and passings, the predicament of under-

preliminaries, states of Chakma evacuees, the conditions where the detainees carry out their 

punishments, the situation of fortified workers, torment by police, and a large group of 
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different issues and circumstances which say a lot about the infringement of human rights 

over and over are featured by the human rights NGOs. 

In India, NGOs like the P. U. C. L., the P. U. D. R., Common Cause, Association for 

Democratic Rights, are dynamic in humanitarian freedom’s authorization as well as 

forcefully seek after the strategies of humanitarian freedom’s insurance. On one hand, it 

compressed the Central government and State Governments to pass humanitarian law. Then 

again, the NGOs similarly assume a significant part in featuring human rights mishandles and 

giving help to the casualties in the best way.7 This shift from promotion legislative issues of 

human rights assurance is an inviting pattern and so, is the need of the day to diminish the 

hole among manner of speaking and reality and to make a human culture based on equity and 

qualities. 

There is an extensive worry among scholarly people in India about the connection between 

the State and NGOs which has consistently been a questionable one. Numerous NGOs have 

developed huge and amazing and have procured a say in the trim of true arrangements. 

Another more modest and more portable in nature has endured because of political and 

regulatory interruptions. The collaboration among Government and NGOs in India relates to- 

 Policies and enactments influencing NGOs themselves or regular people particularly 

disadvantageous areas,  

 Operational cooperation with the program with or without Government subsidizing,  

 Mutual discernment and scrutinize of one another's autonomous development 

initiatives, and  

 Peaceful dissent development of individuals in which NGOs are included. 

The interface between the two is a vertically staggered and on a level plane multi-point 

complex covering a wide region.8 

In the well-known Rajan instance of Kerala, Official disavowals were negated by the Court, 

and remuneration for custodial demise was granted 14 years after the occasion. The 

                                                             
7 Common Cause: A Registered Society v. Union of India, AIR 1993 SC 1403, Common Cause: A Registered 

Society v. Union of India, AIR 1995 SC 3081 

 
8 J.B. Singh, “Voluntary Agencies vis-à-vis Government”, Yojna, Vol. 31, No. 4, March 1972, P. 27. 
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Bhagalpur blindings are new in open memory. The horrifying actuality is that the blindings 

got broad mainstream support taking into account the breakdown of the criminal equity 

framework. In the event of political avoidance has brought about postponing or out and out 

cutting short any similarity to reasonable request and correctional activity.9 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

Absolution International reprimanded the Indian Government on the issue of vanishing in the 

different States. Absolution International showed its anxiety for the murdering of 2987 Sikhs 

because of the counter Sikh uproar that spread in Delhi. Pardon also affirmed that there is a 

great deal of unlawful slaughtering which goes torment by the security powers and the police; 

discretionary capture and delayed detainment coming about because of the expulsion of the 

pivotal legal norm in security enactment. Absolution International also communicated its 

misery over the long confinement of 376 Sikhs prisoners in the Jodhpur Jail (Who were 

captured from the Golden Temple during Army Action from June 2 to June 6, 1984). Every 

one of them currently has been accused of taking up arms and are to be attempted under 

conditions where observes' characters might be kept mystery and where weight shifted on 

accused to prove their innocence.10 

As per Amnesty International, the officials of the Government of India attempted to justify. 

numerous arrangements in Indian laws which miss the mark regarding worldwide human 

rights standard, for example, absence of admittance to a legal expert for people captured 

under TADA, the adjustment in the weight of verification and resort to in-camera 

preliminaries under TADA, absence of admittance to a legal expert for prisoners held in 

confinement under NSA and the extensively defined forces to shoot and execute with virtual 

insusceptibility from arraignment allowed to members of the security powers under the 

Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act. 

  

                                                             
9 Ibid. 
10 Amnesty International Report, 1988. 
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ROLE OF P. U. C. L. IN THE PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS 

Individuals' Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) is the main NGO of India dynamic in the field 

of humanitarian values’ protections and saving the freedoms from state intrusion. P. U. C. L. 

was dispatched in 1975 under the motivation of Jay Prakash Narayan during the 1975 crisis. 

PUCL is assuming a significant part in reinforcing Indian Democracy just as Indian Society 

by giving help to poor people and destitute people. Numerous human rights issues like the 

state of Chamka refugees,11 Plight of the downtrodden,12 Plight of the Bonded laborers,13 

Kidnappings and abductions in Kashmir and a host of different issues and a circumstance like 

middle-class wrongdoings which says a lot about the infringement of human rights 

consistently featured by PUCL. 

JUDICIAL RESPONSE TO NGOS WORKING IN HUMAN RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE 

1. Vehicular Pollution Matter in Delhi: 

The following writ appeal was recorded in 1985 under Art. 21 of our Constitution in regards 

to air contamination in the capital. The Complainant challenged the Union of India, the N. C. 

T. of Delhi, and other authorities' failure in allowing flame, extremely toxic, and many other 

dangerous fumes to infiltrate the atmosphere, putting the lives of Delhi residents in jeopardy, 

especially in densely populated areas where a large percentage of the dangerous industries 

were operating. Due to various environmental pollution, the residents of the room were 

suffering from chronic illnesses of the nose, lungs, and eyes. Under the close supervision of 

the judge, the Complainant begged that pollution be attributed to businesses and cars, and 

also that appropriate columns be assigned to the owners of automobiles emitting radioactive 

C. O., nitrogen oxides, lead, and fumes. During the time the Writ Petition was pending, the 

Hon'ble S. C. gave a few decrees/bearings to manage the circumstances emerging now and 

again and urged the concerned specialists to find pressing ways to handle the intense issue of 

vehicular contamination in Delhi. 

2. Noise Pollution by Fire Crackers 

                                                             
11 PUCL Bulletin, vol. 16, No. 9, September 1996. Pg. 10-11 
12 Ibid. 
13 Annual report of Human Rights commission, 1994-95, pg. 41-42. 
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This Honorable Court, in the wake of hearing the matter gave the accompanying bearings to 

every one of the States and the U. T.s to take hold of the commotion contamination emerging 

out of blasting off fireworks, just before the Dussehra and Diwali celebrations and different 

celebrations: -  

The Union Government, the U. T.s just as every one of the States’ ruling bodies should make 

moves to rigorously follow the guidelines outlined under the E. (P.) A., 1986. 

3. Management of Solid Waste in Class-I Cities14: 

This writ request was recorded by Ms. Almitra H. Patel organizer of Swabhimana NGO in 

regards to the administration of strong waste in Class-I urban areas. In its appeal, the 

applicant asserted that the practices embraced by the districts for the removal of trash in 

metropolitan regions were defective and inadequate. The administration of strong waste by 

the districts straightforwardly affected the soundness of individuals of our nation. The C. P. 

C. B.'s guidelines and recommendations for managing city waste were well received by the 

attorney. In its response, the C. P. C. B. stated that perhaps the responsibilities of waste 

administration managers were delegated to city associations in regions that fall under the 

administrative influence of individual states/association realms. Incompatibility of the 

Hon'ble Supreme Court's organization, the C. P. C. B. did investigations and presented a 

complete report as to five urban communities namely Bengaluru, Kolkata, Madras, Delhi, and 

Bombay) in the S. C. In its report, the C. P. C. B. gave their perceptions of the suggestions, 

referenced in the Barman Committee (Constituted by the Honorable S. C.). The matter is 

forthcoming in the S. C. for thought. 

4. OLEUM Gas Leak Case15: 

The candidate, Shri M.C. Mehta recorded this W. P. in the year 1985 under Art. 32 of our 

Constitution and looked for bearings from the Honorable Court that different units of Shriram 

Industries were risky to the local area hence coordinated to be shut. The Hon'ble Court saw 

that a company which was involved in something that was not safe as well as something 

which might bring peril kind of industry which represents a likely danger to the healthcare 

and safety of the citizens that do their work in the production line & dwelling in the 

                                                             
14 Almitra H. Patel vs Union of India & Ors. (1996) 
15 M.C. Mehta v. Union of India & Ors. (1985) 
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encompassing zones owes an outright and non-delegable obligation to the local area to ensure 

that no damage caused to anyone by virtue of risky or intrinsically risky nature of the action 

which it had tried to perform. 

5. People’s Union for Civil Liberties v. Union of India (1997) 

This event is well-known as the "telephone tapping case." The S. C. ruled that electronic 

surveillance is a serious assault on a people's ability to the security required for the security to 

humanity and rights guaranteed by Art. 21 of our Constitution, and it ought not to be 

depended on by the State except if there is a public crisis or interest of public wellbeing 

requires.16 

SUGGESTIONS 

1. Government should take a lead to set up delegate gatherings and components at the 

State, District, and Block levels for Government and willful associations to meet and 

to have exchanged for working together in arranging programs so that there is more 

collaboration instead of rivalry.  

2. A thorough legal and institutional system for the GO-NGO partnership is required.   

3. A complete Central law is expected to offer the correct help to the working of NGOs.  

4. To reinforce the intentional area, a lead NGO for each region is expected to promote 

and uphold more modest NGOs. At the state level, a wide-based society with a lion's 

share of cooperation of NGOs and PRIs is needed to promote voluntarism.  

5. Planning Commission needs to guarantee more prominent between ecclesiastical 

coordination and assembly of plans for NGOs.  

6. Serving Government officials either ought not to head or be Governing Body 

Members of NGOs or, if they are, the concerned NGO ought not to be qualified for 

Government reserves. The above ought to also apply to serving Ministers and those 

holding comparable political arrangements.  

7. Since project support doesn't give assets to limit working, there is a requirement for 

discrete monetary help to limit the working of NGOs. 

                                                             
16 Despande, Dr. Bhagyashree A, Human Rights Law and Practice, Central Law Publications, 1 edition (2017), 

p.160 
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CONCLUSION 

NGOs are moving towards expanded inclusion in the authorization of human rights. The 

implementation of the human rights approach is acquiring consideration among NGOs 

working in authorization and numerous NGOs are currently accepting the requirement of 

human rights exercises. Despite the fact that the requirement of human rights has consistently 

existed, it is making strides on the public and state level as an overall idea promoted by the 

multilateral guide plan. Given their broad information and exercises in the requirement of the 

human rights area, NGOs stay pertinent entertainers close by the government. Accordingly, 

NGOs establish significant assets for the implementation of human rights and the other way 

around. NGOs taking part in limited advancement consider being a system to expand their 

effect on implementation administration.  

While an expanding number of NGOs are associated with the implementation of human 

rights, many stay focused on requirement arrangement and supplanting the state on the 

ground. Authorization of human rights exercises supplement this conventional space of NGO 

intercession and establish a method of scaling up from a subjective perspective by upgrading 

the manageability of NGO endeavors. In any case, numerous NGOs keep on sentencing 

relations with the government, or just don't give a lot of consideration to the state. Limit 

advancement focused on the public requirement framework happens, yet regularly as a 

reciprocal technique to local area strengthening at the nearby level. Thus, NGO activity is 

progressively diversified. 


