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INTRODUCTION 

As per the designed chronology of humankind, anyone sees a very surprising and divergent 

society, anyway inaccessible they might be in existence share in any event one thing for all 

intents and purpose and that is the viciousness against ladies. Nonetheless, the Gandhian 

period and in this manner the many years when freedom has seen gigantic remodelling within 

standing and consequently the situation of the women within Indian culture. Our Indian 

constitution has laid as a fundamental right- equality of all genders. Though, this change from 

a hold of absolute humiliation of women inside the nineteenth century to a grasp of balance 

inside the center of the twentieth century is not a simple instance of the advancement of men 

inside the period. The situation of ladies inside the Indian culture had been complex. Brutality 

against ladies has for quite some time been a retardant, amid harmony and war. This brutality 

goes from awfully delicate prodding to sexual assault as well as murder, and happens 

reception, inside the roads, at working environments, correctional facilities, momentarily at 

all places. Violence against women is known as a state of affairs supported and strengthened 

by gender norms and values that place women’s in a very subordinate position to men. India 

could be a profoundly male-centric culture and standard culture likens manliness with sexual 

animosity and urges men and young men to menace and annoy young ladies. 

Assault and sexual brutality came beneath the media purview after December 2012 sexual 

assault in Delhi. The public authority constant the Justice Verma Commission, which 

presented its report in a very record time, giving proposals on changed parts of wrongdoings 

against ladies. The public authority additionally requested quick track courts to be set up to 

embrace these cases and a couple of methods courts have begun working. The impact of 
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those affirmative actions can hopefully cause a discount in crimes against women, which is 

however to be seen. 

It led to public shock and mass protests in the nation and constrained govt. to order more 

strict laws. Sexual brutality against young ladies is inescapable in India. According to the 

examination led by National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), India recorded 88 assault cases 

day by day in the year 2019. Three important parts due to this wrongdoing which the general 

public necessities to deal with, the first being anticipation of assault. The second significant 

duty of the general public is touchy administration of the casualty after the wrongdoing and 

ultimately discipline of the culprit of the wrongdoing. Without expounded concentrates on 

rate, it's hard to return up with recommendations to scale back if not dispose of such 

viciousness. . Examples of brutality had the opportunity to be explored, and ways that and 

implies that contrived to scale back their occurrence. In considering brutality, we will in 

general experience different issues, the essential being that we don't catch what should be 

counted as savagery as a detriment to ladies and what shouldn't. Savagery against is an 

infringement of basic liberties; it's neither constant nor unavoidable and will be drastically 

diminished, and in the end, disposed of.  

LANDMARK JUDGEMENTS 

Some of the landmark judgements which explains the important role of our judiciary in cases 

related to women of our country are as follows: 

LILU V/S STATE OF HARYANA (2013) 

In this case, for the very instance, the pain and grief of the sexual assault survivor were 

known to the court that had to pass the two-finger exam to grant the victim character 

qualification. As per several authoritative examples, the court ruled the test to be a breach of 

the casualty's entitlement to protection and nobility. The court decided that survivors of 

assault reserve the privilege to legal redress that would not retraumatize them or disregard 

their real or passionate self-governance and respect. They are subsequently qualified for the 

clinical treatment did such that regards their entitlement to assent. Health treatments need not 

be done in a manner that comprises uncalled for, barbaric, or harsh discipline, and prosperity 

ought to be of utmost importance in coping with gender-based abuse. 
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SHAYARA BANO V/S UNION OF INDIA (2017) 

In this case, the Apex Court of Justice ruled that procedure of Instant Triple Talaq (talak-e-

biddat) is un-Islamic as well as opposes basic ideas of the Quran. The plaintiff contradicted 

the convention after her better half required a moment of triple talaq. The court tested the 

training which is religiously corrupt and that it was still important for the act of the general 

public. The bar has instructed the public authority to introduce laws with this impact within a 

half year.  

 Parliament made Law on Muslim Women (Protection of the Rights of Marriage) 2019:  

– Any profession of talaq by a Muslim spouse to his better half, by words verbally expressed 

or composed, in electronic structure or in some other way, will be invalid as well as unlawful;  

– Any Muslim spouse who articulates talaq on his better half will be rebuffed with 

detainment for a term of as long as three years and will likewise be responsible for a fine. 

INDIAN YOUNG LAWYERS ASSOCIATION V. STATE OF KERALA  

The instance of the Sabarimala Temple is perhaps the main case that added to the debate 

between the Right to Equality and the Right to Freedom of Worship. 

The sanctuary in Kerala, the hallowed place of Lord Ayyappa, had a deep-rooted practice of 

not permitting ladies of mensurating age to enter the grounds. The training was appealed in 

the court by appeal and, in September 2018, the Apex Court of our country decided that 

ladies of all ages could join the Temple of Sabarimala. At first, the court lifted the boycott 

and thought that it was a break of ladies' opportunity to rehearse religion before placing it 

before a wider bench in the year November 2019. 

 Supreme Court saw that disallowances on ladies in religious spots were not limited to 

Sabarimala alone and were additionally present in different beliefs. This was in the 

foundation of the allure petitions for a wider bench requesting an audit of its 2018 decision 

that allowed mensurating ladies to join the Temple of Sabarimala in Kerala.  

In the year 2020, the AIMPLB documented an affirmation under the watchful eye of the 

Apex Court of our country contending that ladies are allowed to get to the mosque as 

indicated by Islam. Be that as it may, ladies don't have to take part in local area supplications 
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or assembly prayers since they can convey supplications at home. This was because of a 

request presented by a Pune-based Muslim couple looking to maintain the opportunity of 

Muslim ladies to get to mosques straightforwardly as well as to give namaz. 

STATE V. RAM SINGH AND OTHERS 

The barbarous and gruesome Nirbhaya incident ignited a hue and cried out for the need to 

create tougher rape laws in the world. The global uproar was caused by the sexual violation 

and genital mutilation of an underage child. The court made it clear that the crime committed 

by the accused was not worthy of any sympathy since it shook the conscience of society. 

The trial of three judges unanimously upheld the death sentence of all the defendants who 

exploited the integrity and reputation of the victims. The violence touched was the rarest of 

the rare threshold and the worst our country has ever experienced. 

D. VELUSAMY V. D.PATCHAIAMMAL (2010) 

As per this judgement, the Apex Court accepted the idea of living in a relationship. The 

details of the case are that, according to the rules of the section, a woman had applied for 

maintenance under the gambit of 125 of the Code of Criminal Law, 1970. She said that she 

had been living with her husband for a couple of years, and then her husband had abandoned 

her. 

Whereas the appellant argued that he had married another woman and had also produced such 

papers. The lower courts ruled that the respondent had married and retained the appellant. 

Without reflection, the Supreme Court ruled that the following courts had erred in failing to 

hear the other woman with whom the appellant had pleaded marriage and that, as such, 

custody could not be given until she had not been heard. 

Remaining on the path of a woman in compliance with the Domestic Violence Act, 2005, the 

bar told that a new arrangement had been put into motion and that the rules of the DV Act 

could be extended to that relationship in the interests of a woman. It was held that to prove 

life in a relationship, it would have to be seen that, despite no union, the pair lived together as 

if they were husband and wife. 
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LAXMI V. UNION OF INDIA  

This case was brought in light of the fact when Laxmi, a 16-year-old kid, was the casualty of 

an immoral acid attack by the denounced. Corrosive attack regarding aim and outrage is 

viewed as a 'demonstration of energy' roused due to disdain or jealousy. This is accepted that 

throwing acid is an advantageous method to get revenge on a lady by distorting her actual 

body over requests, for example, sexual longings, engagement propositions, and dowry 

requests. Culprits of corrosive assaults by deforming and exacting outrageous physical and 

passionate pain to casualties fulfill their desires for retaliation and jealousy. The denounced 

was seen as liable and the appealing party was paid under Section 357(1)(b) for his physical 

and enthusiastic desolation. The instance of Laxmi was then brought to repay offended 

parties for their costs and to help them in getting the necessary clinical consideration. The 

discipline referenced in the IPC isn't sufficient for the casualty to get equity because the 

injury and agony of the survivor are far more prominent. 

Despite these many provisions and landmark judgements our country is most dangerous for 

women as per Thomson Reuters research report in which they talked to 550 experts on 

various parameters. Ninety-nine percent of cases of rapes are still under-reported. In UP, 

Bihar, And Jharkhand only 0.5% of cases of sexual violence are being reported. This shows 

that the figures we have don’t show the reality. There is no change in the situation of women 

because normative changes don’t lead to social reforms. One should not expect these things 

will change until there is a change in male entitlement, male domination, and male 

psychology. All the laws which we have show the male experience of life; we haven’t yet 

added the female experience of living in them. Our courts always had a protective approach 

towards women. Our country always had substantive equality for women rather than formal 

equality. Male supremacy in our government can be easily depicted from the failure to pass 

Women Reservation Bill which demands 33% women reservation in Parliament. Any 

government which is easily able to abolish Article 370 within few hours and Women 

Reservation Bill not till now clearly shows our highly male-dominated society. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN COVID 

 Lockdown and Quarantine are essential in today’s scenario but staying down at homes can 

worsen the state of violence against women and girls. The recent Covid 19 pandemic has put 

a stay on everything and slowed down everything but it has led to a sharp increase in cases of 
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brutality against ladies. As per the National Commission for Women (NCW), since the 

lockdown, the number of complaints doubled in the first week itself and the complaints are 

more from northern states. According to the National Crime Records Bureau,2018 around 

one-third of the crimes against women are registered under ‘cruelty by husband or his 

relatives. As per reports, every hour 6 women are killed by a partner or a close relative 

making the home the most dangerous place for them. A study by Daniel Schneider at UC 

Berkeley shows that joblessness among men prompted oppressive conduct during the Great 

Recession of the 2000s. The examination likewise said that at whatever point a man felt 

progressively on edge and crazy over their positions and monetary security, he is presumably 

to build command over their life accomplices, once in a while to a degree of even abusing 

and killing them. 

 We hear cases of domestic violence in Covid daily but there are two recent cases of sexual 

violence in Covid which not only are highly shocking and horrific but show the evilest side of 

our nation. 

Case 1:- In Kerala, a Covid positive woman was raped by an ambulance driver when she was 

beheaded to a Covid Care Centre. The driver stopped the ambulance midway and sexually 

assaulted her. She told about this incident when doctors had a doubt about her behavior and 

they questioned her and then she filed a police complaint. Kerala State’s Women Rights 

Commission has registered a Suo moto case against the accused. 

Case 2:- In Bihar, two months pregnant woman who was suspected to be Covid positive was 

rushed to the isolation ward of a medical college when she started bleeding profusely and had 

an abortion. She was found Covid-19 negative and was kept in hospital for two days where a 

doctor sexually assaulted her. Only a few days after coming from the hospital she died and 

the reason for her death is not known till now.  

CONCLUSION 

There are many cases like this but only some are reported and come to light the rest of the 

voices gets suppressed under our so-called male-dominated society. On one hand, there is an 

increase in incidents, and on another, there is a decrease in services and responses. There is 

limited access to justice for survivors during the Covid crisis as state institutions have scaled-

down operations. Health services for survivors are hampered as overwhelmed health sector 

has shifted its focus on Covid currently. Disruptions in the movement are hampering the 
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movement of civil society organizations to support survivors, much less provide critical 

lifesaving services.  

From all this, it can be said that the situation of women in our society is very meager and 

instead of becoming better it is deteriorating day by day especially in the situation of Covid 

and due to nationwide lockdown. There are various rules and regulations made by our 

government and the courts are also giving strict punishment to the offenders but the situation 

can be changed only when the thinking of men of our society will change and they can accept 

women at par with them. There is a special need to set up special trial courts in every state to 

deal with matters like women's assault and rape. 
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